
 

ACTION ALERT 
Submit Public Comment 

 

THE ISSUE 

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) has proposed a new rule to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) that would eliminate the Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility (BBCE) provision. BBCE allows 
each State to customize SNAP eligibility guidelines to best fit the needs of its local communities. For instance, 
New York City offers separate, more generous eligibility standards for individuals 60 years and older. 

THE IMPACT 

With the elimination of Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility, over 3 million individuals will immediately lose their 
SNAP benefits — nearly 660,000 of whom are seniors over the age of 60. This loss of flexibility also means states 
are unable to ease the benefits cliff that punishes older adults for their modest savings and Social Security 
recipients for receiving a Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA). 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND 

Now is the time to take action and make your voice heard. You can help protect these critical benefits by 
submitting public comments to the USDA before Monday, September 23rd. Here are a few key things to 
include: 

1. Introduce your organization, your mission, and the key work that you do.  
2. Describe what you experience in your work with older adults, what the needs are, and the importance of 

SNAP benefits. 
3. Explain how the proposed rule would directly impact your work and the individuals you serve. 
4. Take a look at LiveOn NY's sample comments below. 
5. Don't forget to submit comments before Monday, September 23rd! 

 
LiveOn NY SAMPLE Comments  
Please read, edit, and personalize the comments below.  Note: Comments without personalization will not be counted. 

[Your organization’s name] would like to respectfully express our strong opposition to the proposed rule to 
eliminate the Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility (BBCE) provision for the Supplemental Nutrition Program 
(SNAP).  

Currently, SNAP is one of our nation’s most effective anti-poverty programs, helping more than 38 million people 
in the United States meet their basic nutritional needs every month. This dangerous proposal would cause 
immediate harm, taking food assistance away from 3 million people nationwide — nearly 660,000 of whom are 
seniors 60 years and older. The BBCE provision allows states to tailor their eligibility guidelines for SNAP to the 
needs in their local communities. Without it, many more older adults will likely find themselves at the precipice of 
the “benefits cliff” due to a modest amount of savings or a slight Cost of Living Adjustment to their Social Security 
Benefits.  

[Use this space to talk more about your work, why SNAP is so important to the people you serve, and how this 
proposal would negatively impact their lives and your local community.] 

As a nonprofit, community-based organization, we see the consequences of hunger each and every day in the 
lives of the older adults we serve. By eliminating the the Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility provision, the 
consequences will be felt on a local level throughout the nation, affecting millions of lives. 

 


